


WE ARE ALL COPWATCH

Having active witnesses with video
documentation can prevent a bad situation from
potentially being a whole lot worse (either on the
street or in the courtroom). It also really helps to
either know their laws (your “rights”) or have
someone who knows them have your back.
Groups like Copwatch and Copblock are organized
just for that.

What is Copwatch?
Copwatch is a movement

of individuals or groups

that observe and document
police activity to prevent
police misconduct and police
brutality. The Berkeley Copwatch handbook
states, "We have joined together to fight for our
rights and the rights of our community by taking
on the task of directly monitoring police conduct.
That’s right. We walk the streets and watch the
police. Although it is important to resist police
brutality by taking cops to court, filing complaints
and having demonstrations, we believe that it is
crucial to be in the streets letting the police know
that THE PEOPLE will hold them accountable for
their behavior in the community."

Never consent to searches. A cop can only
search you, or your property, without your
consent if they have a warrant or a “reasonable
suspicion” of a crime. Even if they search you, be
sure to make them aware you do not consent.

IF YOU ARE ARRESTED:

Do not resist arrest, even if you believe the
arrest is unfair.

Say you wish to remain silent and ask for a
lawyer immediately. Don‘t give any explanations
or excuses. If you can't pay for a lawyer, you
have the right to a free one. Don't say anything,
sign anything or make any decisions without

a lawyer. You have the right to make a local
phone call. The police cannot listen if you call

a lawyer.

Prepare yourself and your family in case you are
arrested. Memorize the phone numbers of your
family and your lawyer. Make emergency plans if
you have children or take medication.

IF YOU FEEL YOUR RIGHTS HAVE
BEEN VIOLATED:

Remember: police misconduct cannot be
challenged on the street. Don't physically resist
officers or threaten to file a complaint. (cont.)

If the incident results in arrest then you can
contact that person or their lawyer and provide
the video as potential evidence. It's also good
practice to ask (while recording) for the cop’s
badge numbers.

You can also collect their cards for certain ID as
some cops refuse to identify themselves. Some
folks take citizen complaint forms while on patrol
to make sure folks could easily report
harassment by cops.

If the issue is extreme most folks upload it to

|\ social media (some apps are designed to ensure
your video is immediately uploaded and not

deleted by cops) and/or send it to local media.
Apps: www.copblock.org/apps/

Film the cops not your friends.

This primarily relates to large protest milieu but
can apply in other situations as well. With the
ubiquity of smartphones and live streaming,
police can and have weaponized socially shared
video to further repress movements and
individuals.
(www.wecopwatch.org/live-streamers-make-gre
at-informants/)
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